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Congratulations on being elected as a delegate to the 115th Anniversary National Farmers Union 
Convention and thank you for your service to Farmers Union!  We are looking forward to an 
exciting and informative event.

The policies you adopt at your convention will determine NFU’s priorities for the coming year.  
Past policy positions approved by delegates have been adopted into farm bills and other pieces of 
important legislation.

The 2017 NFU Policy Committee met for five days of hard work at our Washington, D.C., of-
fice in January.  In this book you will find the result of their long hours – the NFU policy draft. 
Proposed additions are underlined and deletions are marked through.  Your responsibility as a 
delegate will be to vote on these and other changes to our official policies.  Please read the inside 
front cover of this book for more information on this year’s proposed policy changes.

On the back cover of this book you will find delegate instructions for this convention.  On the 
inside back cover is a “cheat sheet” on parliamentary procedure that you may find helpful.  Please 
take a few moments to review everything closely prior to the policy debate.  

Please arrive early to the morning general session in the Kon Tiki Ballroom on Tuesday, March 7, 
to find your state’s assigned seats.  There will be a delegate orientation in the Kon Tiki Ballroom 
immediately following the general session.

In addition to policy development, we have planned an exciting convention agenda filled with 
key agricultural leaders and educational sessions on a variety of topics, all of which are sure to 
inform and entertain. 

Enjoy your time in San Diego!



TO: National Farmers Union Convention Delegates
FROM: Roger Johnson, President

Thank you for your participation in National Farmers Union’s 115th Anniversary Convention. Your
commitment to Farmers Union and its grassroots policy development is the core of our strength as
an organization.

As you read this document, which I urge you to do carefully and completely, you will notice
significant changes proposed by the 2017 NFU Policy Committee. Each year, NFU’s Policy Book
grows longer as we anticipate and react to public policy changes taking place in Washington and in
our own states and communities. Throughout the last year, NFU’s board of directors had
extensive conversations and expressed a desire to shorten the text of our policy document
without changing its intent.

To achieve this, I asked this year’s policy committee to condense the language of the policy
document by reducing redundancies, removing excessive wording, deleting outdated references,
and eliminating contradictory positions. As always, these changes are recommendations from the
Policy Committee, and must be approved by the delegate body.

There are changes made to the substance of the policy document by each year’s policy committee
as a common matter of business. This year is no exception, as the policy committee added and
edited content. However, the majority of proposed changes simply shorten sentences. In certain
cases, content has also been moved from one section to another to better organize the policy
document and reduce wording. As convention delegates, you are expected to carefully consider
these changes and use your best judgment in modifying or rejecting the changes.

The members of the policy committee have extensive notes as to why each sentence was deleted
or shortened. As a delegate, if you have a concern about a particular deletion, I would urge you to
speak with a member of the policy committee. This can be done at any point, whether during the
time they are available to hear amendments or during deliberations by the delegate body.
Additionally, National Farmers Union’s staff is at your disposal and is always available to answer
any questions you may have.

Thank you again for your commitment to Farmers Union and for your service as a delegate to this
year’s convention.

Sincerely,

Roger Johnson
President
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BACKGROUND
Parliamentary Procedure at a Glance 
              * Not amendable

TO DO THIS YOU SAY THIS MAY YOU 
INTERRUPT 
SPEAKER

MUST YOU 
BE
SECONDED

IS THE 
MOTION 
DEBATABLE

WHAT 
VOTE IS 
REQUIRED

*Adjourn the meeting “I move that we adjourn NO YES NO Majority

Recess the meeting “I move that we recess 
until...”

NO YES NO Majority

*Complain about noise, 
room temperature, etc.

“Point of privilege” YES NO NO No Vote

*Suspend further 
consideration of 
something

“I move we table it” NO YES NO Majority 

End debate “I move the previous 
question...”

NO YES NO 2/3 Vote

Postpone consideration 
of something

“I move we postpone this 
matter until”

NO YES YES Majority

Have something studied 
further

“I move we refer this to a 
committee”

NO YES YES Majority

Amend a motion “I move to amend this 
motion”

NO YES YES Majority

Introduce Business 
(a primary motion)

“I move that . . .” NO YES YES Majority

*Object to procedure or 
to personal affront

“Point of order” YES NO NO No Vote 
Chair 
Decides

*Request information “Point of information” YES NO NO N o Vote

*Ask for a vote count to 
verify a voice vote

“I call for a division of the 
house”

NO NO NO No Vote

*Object to considering 
some matter

“I object to consideration of 
this”

YES NO NO 2/3 Vote

*Take up a matter 
previously tabled

“I move to take from the 
table...”

NO YES NO Majority

*Reconsider something 
already disposed of

“I move we reconsider 
action on”

YES YES YES Majority

*Consider something 
not in scheduled order

“I move we suspend the 
rules and

NO YES NO 2/3 Vote

*Vote on a ruling by the 
chair

“I appeal the chair’s 
decision”

YES YES YES Majority

Reprint from “Building Better Boards” project, Colorado Mountain College, 1982.
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